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Artist Sura Bajla Mejerowicz (Majerowicz) was born on 28 November
1909, in Łódź. She was the daughter of optician Wolf Jakub
Mejerowicz, originally from Kaunas, in what is today Lithuania, and
Lea (Eliza) Bereskin, from Brest, now Belarus. Before 1921, the
family lived at 34 Dzielna; later at 39 Sienkiewicza.

She attended the Jewish Secondary School Society at 7
Piramowicza, where Laura (Lora) Sołowiejczyk taught drawing and
painting. She was also a student at the private Maurycy Trębacz
School of Painting, at 71 Piotrkowskia, and the Ryszard Radwański
School of Drawing and Painting. In addition, she had lessons with
Konstanty Mackiewicz; she also met with Konrad Krzyżanowski at 23
Poznańska and attended a Warsaw art studio operated by Adam
Rychtarski, who ran the School of Painting and Drawing. In 1933,
she became a member of the Professional Association of Polish
Artists and Designers in Łódź thanks to support from Mackiewicz,
with whom she exhibited her works, from her debut at the Municipal
Art Gallery in 1933 until the outbreak of the Second World War. Her
works and art criticism appeared in Forma magazine, published by
the union. In 1935, she married Mordka Gliksman, and from then on
she signed her paintings using the name Majerowicz-Gliksmanowa
or Gliksman. She took part in collective art exhibitions in Warsaw
(1934, 1935), Kraków (1938, 1939) and Lviv, Ukraine (1934, 1936,
1939). In June 1939, she participated in the exhibition Świat
Kobiety(The World of Women) organised by the Women's Civic
Action Union at the Civic Resource Centre in Warsaw. Her work,
mainly composed of landscapes and still lifes, was stylistically
reminiscent of post-impressionism.

During the war, she and her husband were in the Łódź Ghetto, living
at Zgierska 13. Employed as a graphic designer in the Statistical
Department (vide), she produced statistical charts and posters,
designed stamps and worked on souvenir albums. Thanks to having
access to materials and painting tools, she created paintings
depicting ghetto motifs.
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During the liquidation of the ghetto, from 23 June to 29 August
1944, she and her husband hid in a transformer station, a bunker
and her apartment in a closed-off area of the ghetto. Then, along
with a group of other surviving prisoners, the Germans held her in a
factory complex at 16 Jakuba. She was put to work at sorting
belongings of those who were deported, removing rubbish, and
painting warning signs.

After liberation, she remained in Łódź and helped rebuild the city's
arts scene. As a member of the Łódź branch of the Association of
Polish Artists and Designers, she worked as a graphic designer for
the Ministry of Information and Propaganda. Between 1945 and
1958, she took part in exhibitions organised by the association. In
January 1947, her works were presented at the 1st Exhibition of
Jewish Visual Artists in Łódź, organised by the Jewish Cultural and
Artistic Society. In February of that year, with support of the
provincial commissioner for the productivity of the Jewish
community, she founded the Sztuka Artistic and Painting
Cooperative, at Piotrkowska 42. In 1948, she changed her name to
Sabina and appeared under this name in exhibition catalogues from
1950–1958. In early 1950, she took part in a collective exhibition of
the Artists' Section of the Jewish Cultural Society in Poland,
organised at the Municipal Museum in Wrocław. Her post-war work
continued to explore similar themes, expanding them to include
depictions of people working at their jobs.

In 1957, she emigrated to Israel. She was a member of the Israel
Artists' Union and exhibited her work at Beit Chagall in Haifa (1951),
Artist's House in Tel Aviv (1957, 1964), Beit Chagall in Haifa (1959)
and Hendi Gallery in Rehovot (1966), among other places. She died
in 2005.
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